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BAR BRIEFS

and, we believe, fittingly, because the bill does not voice sound policy,
generally.
We know of but one real reason for the presence of the Attorney
General and the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court on this Board.
That is to act as a check upon the Executive, also on the Board. The
Executive has the power of making two lay appointments to the Board.
It is only natural that any one sitting in session upon the same board
with the appointing power should defer to the wishes of that power,
at least in every case of "close" decision. It should be clear, therefore,
that the change would give the Executive complete control- of all acts
of such board.
We do not believe, even, that a change in the bill to permit control
by a four-fifths vote is wise. The parole and pardoning power is too
all-important to be exercised otherwise than through unanimous action.
The criticism is all too frequent and widespread now that America fails
to detect crime; that, when it detects, it fails to convict the criminal;
and, when it succeeds in convicting, it fails in.its efforts at detention.
The change proposed by this bill is a backward step. We, therefore, sincerely hope and trust that the Legislature will not enact it
into law.

SHALL WE MEET THE TEST?
We quote a paragraph from the February issue of the Bar Bulletin
of the Bar Association of the City of Boston:
"'Our political organization has not yet met the test. Broadly
speaking, it has not yet balanced its budgets, and it shows that very
natural human trait-and politics is very human-of finding it easy
to spend, but difficult to save.
"'Whether a great democracy can discipline itself adequately and
in time to preserve its own solvency and so save its own liberties remains
yet to be seen.'
"These words, spoken recently in Boston by Owen D. Young,
seem to the Bulletin to be as trenchant a summary of today's situation
as has yet been uttered. Can this nation, can our Commonwealth, so
act as to preserve solvency? We know that efforts are in the making,
but we also know that so far but little has been accomplished. Faced
with the certainty that state, county and municipal revenue will be
sharply reduced this year in Massachusetts, there is need for a
thorough examination of all governmental machinery. Nor will it do
to think in terms of the present year only. The problem of the cost of
government is a continuing one.
"So far the measures taken or proposed consist largely of
obvious ways of retrenchment, such as reducing salaries. Perhaps it
is essential in the present emergency that the pay envelopes of public
employees be lightened, but the vital need is to eliminate the wastes of
government. Reducing salaries is merely a stop-gap; eliminating wasteful
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methods and antiquated machinery is constructive; the one is superficial
and temporary, the other is far-reaching and permanent."

UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE
Up to and including February 5th 67 members of the Bar Association have made contributions in accordance with the assessment ordered
by the last annual meeting. All except two paid the required $2.00, the
total receipts to that date being $132.00. This amount is now on savings
deposit, and will not be mixed with the general income of the Association.
Two bills dealing with this subject of unauthorized practice are
now before the Legislature. They were introduced by Senator Bangert.
One of these makes it a misdemeanor to engage in the unlicensed practice
of law, which, of course, will leave the determination of what constitutes such unlicensed practice to the courts. The other provides for
use of part of the funds accumulated by the Bar Board in the prosecution
of those engaged in such unlawful practice.
LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS
We recommend to the various local organizations throughout the
State that some contact be maintained with the Cass County Bar Association. That organization has been particularly active since our last
annual meeting, its program committee having planned for the more
recent meetings discussion of the Pennsylvania Act on Trial Without
Jury, the Massachusetts Act on Waiver of Jury Trial, and other similar
legislation. We shall, of course, be pleased to receive the result of such
deliberations, and convey the same to other local organizations through
the medium of this pamphlet.
RADIO PROGRAMS
The radio programs of the American Bar Association, listed in
last month's Bar Briefs, will go on the air Sundays, from 6:00 to 6:30
P. M., Eastern Standard Time. Any single address may be obtained, in
printed form, at the cost of fifteen cents each, and $2.00 for the complete set of fifteen, by applying to the University of Chicago Press,
5750 Ellis Avenue, Chicago.
WE ARE COMPLIMENTED
House Bill 146 is going through. It authorizes the Governor to
remove any Workmen's Compensation Commissioner WITHOUT
CAUSE. That's one of the finest compliments the Editor has ever
received.

